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1. Commerce - the power of money (v1-5) 

The issues are food, finance and family which all results in 4 words in v.5, ’But we are 
powerless.’ Nehemiah’s attention has to move from what he wanted to do, and where he 
was wanting to take the people, to right inside his own people. He had to stop, to pause, to 
settle these disputes of food shortage and debt which in turn if he had overlooked could 
have threatened to slow down the work or even stop it all together.  

What is the problem here? Read Exodus 22:25. 

It might not be food, finance or family, but are there practical issues we face as a church 
family which we need to address before continuing with the bigger plan? What sort of 
things have the potential to derail God’s work? 

2. Confrontation - the power of loving challenge (v.6-13 

In v.6 we see that Nehemiah was very angry. What might we mean by ‘righteous anger’ 
What kind of things are there in society which as christians we should practice righteous 
anger towards?  

Although Nehemiah is very angry, it says he went on to ponder these things. What can we 
learn from this? Have we sometimes acted before pondering? Have we allowed emotions 
guide our response?  

Who does Nehemiah speak to? What is the order of dealing with this? Does he make it a 
public issue straight away? Read v.6-13 noticing the different people this is brought 
before. 

3. Character - the power of integrity (v14-19) 

Are these final verses the core of this chapter? What difference does Godly character 
make in loving confrontation?  

Consider the ministry of Jesus, He was willing to lovingly confront those who ought to 
know better; the scribes, the pharisees, the people changing money in the temple. He was 
secure within himself to confront others with the truth and believe it was because of one 
significant reasons; he was completely and utterly secure in the love of his Father. - what 
can we learn from this about the significance of our relationship with God? 

“Before God I ask, If you see things in my life which are contrary to the word of God, i give 
you permission to lovingly confront me because of Jesus, because of His truth, and 

because I want to live closer to Him.”


