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Read Matthew 3:13-4:11 
Think about the significance of this word ‘then’ which links these two events. “This is my Son, 
whom I love; with him I am well pleased.” THEN Jesus was led by the spirit into the desert to 
be tempted by the devil. Do you think often attacks of the enemy come after doing things for 
God? Can you share an example in your own life? 
“Our lives are a product of our choices. If you choose to live right and well, life will go right 
and well. If God loved you, he wouldn’t let such things happen. He must be mad at you and 
the choices you’ve made.” - Discuss this paraphrase of Job’s friends advice. Would you say 
this is common thinking in todays society? Is it biblical? 

1. Who is the enemy? 
Biblically there is an actual devil. If it’s true that there are demonic forces out there, then the 
evil in the world cannot be reduced to only human choices. However Christianity says that 
the demonic forces are not equal to God. In Isaiah we read that the devil is a fallen angel 
leading fallen angels and God is infinitely more powerful. At the very end, not only can God 
overcome all evil, but He certainly will. Does knowing that there is an enemy, but he is not 
more powerful than God, change the way you think about evil in the world and the troubles 
you face? 

2. Where is the front? 
In other words, what is the main point of attack? Doubt, lies… “If you are the Son of God…” 
Compare the words spoken by God at Jesus baptism, to the words spoken by the enemy. 
“Now assurance goes far to set a child of God free… It enables us to feel that the great 
business of life is a settled business, the great debt a paid debt, the great disease a healed 
disease, and the great work a finished work; and all other business, diseases, debts, and 
works, are then by comparison small. In this way assurance makes us patient in tribulation, 
calm under bereavements, unmoved in sorrow, not afraid of evil tidings; in every condition 
content, for it gives us a FIXEDNESS of heart.” - J. C. Ryle 
Can you think of examples in scripture and your life where you have been aware of doubt 
being an attack of the enemy? 

3. What is our best defence? 
Every time Satan says something that implies or openly denies the promises and revelation of 
God, Jesus answers with scripture itself. Around 10% of Jesus’ words recorded in the bible 
are quotations of Hebrew scripture. And it seems obvious that when you know scripture that 
well, you process all your thoughts and feelings through a grid of biblical revelation. Add to 
that God’s own assurance, promises, revelations… it’s extremely difficult for Satan to get a 
foothold. It’s about testing that which you hear through the filter of God’s truth.  
Read Colossians 3:16 and share as many promises from the bible as you can… these are 
our battle cry! 
We have one more resource for this Spiritual Warfare and it is right before us in this 
passage… it’s Jesus himself. Read Hebrews 4:14-16. 


