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Over the previous three years, the disciples had an ongoing personal encounter with Jesus 
Christ. They lived and worked with him, they talked and prayed with him, but then John 
13:33 happened! What is the response of the disciples to this? Read John 14:9, what are the 
complications of this for the Christian witness once Jesus has left the earth?  
Read John 14:16-20; 25-27 
What is an advocate? Comforter/ Counsellor/ Helper. The legal imagery is that of an attorney 
who represents you in court. Not only do they speak to you, but also speak to the powers 
that be for you. 
Read 1John 2:1-2, the only other place in the New Testament where this word appears. 
1. Jesus The First Advocate 
This scripture implies there is a universal, divine court somewhere before which we all stand. 
It is because of this most people recognise absolute morality. Can you think of laws/ rules 
which we recognise as being right and wrong, ‘just because they are’?  

“If there is no bar of justice and violence and injustice are just natural, then what hope 
is there for the world? But, if there is a bar of justice, then what hope is there for you 
and me? No one lives up to even our own moral standards, let alone God’s” - Discuss 
this idea, what implications does this have with society? 

If Jesus is our Advocate who can appear for you before the father, we don’t stand alone. 
However, if you’re accused and guilty in court, you don’t just need an eloquent, intelligent 
advocate, you need someone with a case to make! When Jesus goes before the Father, he is 
not asking for mercy for us. Yes, it was infinitely merciful of God to send Jesus to die for us, 
but that mercy has now been granted, so Jesus does not need to beg for it. When Jesus 
goes before the Father God interceding for us, he seeks justice. Jesus can say with integrity 
and conviction, “This is the law, and the law demands my clients acquittal because if anyone 
were to ask for two payments for the same sin, it would be unjust.”  Read 1 Corinthians 5:21 
Holy Spirit The Second Advocate 
The disciples still don't realise how much Jesus loves them or what his love will accomplish 
for them. The Holy Spirit will come, not merely to hold their hand or give them energy- but to 
teach them deep, life-changing truth. To finally show them what Jesus did for them. It implies 
the disciples could not truly know Jesus until he went away bodily, and return through the 
Holy Spirit. 

“Right here and now, through the Holy Spirit, you can see Christ and know his 
presence and his love BETTER than the apostles could in that moment in the upper 
room…” - Does this change how you see the experience of the disciples or the way 
you now live out your life for Christ? 

The job of the first advocate is to intercede before the Father on our behalf. The job of the 
second advocate is to speak to us and remind us of how the Father now sees us, to argue 
with you in the court of your heart, to make a case about who you are in Christ, to show you 
that you are rich. The Holy Spirit tells you the Father loves you; your eternity is secure and 
guaranteed.  
How would knowing and living by this change the way you approach life? How might it 
change what we look like when we gather as the church?


