
Sermon Guide | Ridiculous Provision | 2 Kings 4:1-7 
When you don't have what you really want, you will discover that God is what you 
really need. This woman is in significant need and she expresses her need to the prophet 
who makes himself available to her and simply says, "How can I help you?” Then Elisha says 
something that respects her dignity and says, "Tell me what do you have in your house?" It's 
funny how when you're in need, all you focus on is what you don't have. And this is exactly 
where this poor woman was. She lost everything and all she could see was her lack.  

1. Stop waiting for what you want and start working with what you have. 
Elisha says, "What do you have in your house?" She says, "Your servant has nothing there at 
all except a small jar of olive oil.” Olive oil was incredibly valuable because it was very rare 
which could be used in cooking, help lamps burn, moisturiser, help keep leather pliable, stop 
iron rusting, offering to God, anoint people in religious services. It was very valuable but she 
didn't have a lot; she only had a little. We serve a God who specialises in doing a lot 
with a little. God has given you everything you need to do everything he wants you to do. 

2. Offer God what you have and trust him to give you what you need.  
When she offered what little she had, God gave her everything she needed. As long as there 
was an empty jar, the oil kept flowing. This is a ridiculous request, to ask her to empty out 
everything she has and to trust God to provide what she really needed. Elisha didn't say what 
colour, size or shape the jars had to be, just that they were empty. Read 2 Corinthians 4:7 
God is looking for a few empty jars. When we empty ourselves of self, pride, greed, own 
agendas, coming totally empty, then he fills us with oil which has always been a symbol of the 
Holy Spirit. And suddenly you realise when you don't have outwardly what you wanted, it is 
God that you truly needed. And suddenly he is enough; he is sufficient in every single way. 
Questions: 
- Share a time when God did a lot with just a little in your life. What did you learn from your 

experience? 
- What do you have that God can use? How will you allow Him to use it? 
- What unimportant things do you need to empty yourself of so that God can fill you up with 

what matters most? 
- Where in life do you feel most overwhelmed right now? How has that affected you? 
- Why do you think our focus is often on what we don’t have instead of what we do have? 
- “When you don’t have what you really want, God is what you really need.” How have you 

experienced the truth of this statement? 
- Have you experienced God’s ridiculous provisions in your life? If so, how? 
- What step will you take to work with what you have so that He can give you what you 

need?


