
Sermon Guide | Ridiculous Power | 2Kings 4:8-37 
Preparation Questions 

- When have you really hoped for something and it happened? 

- What about a time when you were disappointed? How did you respond to that? 

- “It’s better not to hope, than to hope and be disappointed.” What do you think? 

The Bible bit 

Read 2 Kings 4:8-13 

1. Compile a list of the ways in which the Shunammite women demonstrates her faith. 

2. Thinking about her example of generosity, hospitality and contentment, how far would 
you say you live like this?  Why would faith in God make a difference to someone’s 
behaviour in these areas? 

Read 2 Kings 4:14-17 

The Shunammite woman responds to Elisha’s prophecy saying, “Don’t mislead me” (v16), in 
other words “Don’t raise my hopes” (v28). 

3. Why do you think this she reacts in this way? Given what we know about her faith 
already, are you surprised by her response? 

4. How easy do you find it to trust God with things you long for? Why do you think that is 
the case? 

Sometimes we ‘settle’ for the way our life, family, even society looks. Rather than being 
peaceful and content with our circumstances, trusting God - we are disappointed and 
resigned, saying the right things but resentful or frustrated in our hearts. 

5. Why do you think that happens? In what areas do you think a fear of disappointment might 
be holding you back in some way & how do you think God would want you to respond to 
that? 

Read 2 King’s 4:18-37 

6. What does the Shunammite woman’s response tell us about how her faith has grown? 
Do you think her ‘faith growth’ is typical of the journey Christian’s walk?  

7. In what ways do Elisha’s response and actions foreshadow Jesus’ ministry?  (what 
parallels can you think of?) How might this episode and the promises of Jesus help us to 
deal with disappointments we face in life?


