
Sermon Guide | Discovering Your Purpose | Colossians 1:24-2:5 
Do you feel fuzzy about your sense of purpose at times? Share with one another times when 
you have felt like this. 

1. Suffer Joyfully for the Gospel (v.24) 

If the gospel is to be carried to the ends of the earth, it will be accompanied with difficulty. In 
fact, in order to share the gospel, it is necessary to share in Christ’s afflictions. Paul’s 
understanding of persecution, difficulty, and suffering can help us when affliction visits our life. 
How does it make you feel that suffering is part of your purpose? 

2. Serve According to Your Calling (vv.25-27) 

Just as a well-trusted servant would manage his master’s estate, so Paul was entrusted with 
a special task to present the “word of God in its fullness.” Paul was a servant and his calling 
was to fully make known the Word of God. Are you serving according to your calling? If not, 
you don’t know what you’re missing!  

3. Move People to Maturity (v.28) 

Consider for a moment that to proclaim christ has a twofold emphasis; admonishing and 
teaching. “Admonishing,” carries with it the idea of warning, or helping to set someone’s mind 
into proper order. “Teaching,” refers to the clear communication of the Word of God. What 
does this say to us? Consider that If we’re serious about moving people to maturity then we 
can’t be passive or lazy. 

4. Work Wholeheartedly with His Energy (v.1.29-2:1) 

Does the idea of growing weary through hard toil for the gospel excite you or scare you off? 
How does remembering that Christ is in us, the hope of glory and that He will provide us with 
His supernatural strength and explosive energy as we labor to propel people to maturity 
change our initial thinking? 

5. Enrich the Lives of Others (vv.2-3) 

Paul very clearly states that his longing is for believers to be encouraged in heart. The word 
“encouraged” means “to call alongside.” How can we call others alongside? Did you notice 
that it’s impossible to fulfil these responsibilities unless we’re living in community with one 
another?  

6. Delight in Obedience (vv.4-5) 

Paul delighted in their obedience. The phrases “orderly” and “firm” are military terms. Paul is 
there in spirit, like a general inspecting the troops before battle.  

How can we be prepared for any kind of battle knowing we must each do our part, and we 
must stand united?


