
What Kind of King Did You Expect? | Sermon Guide 
Read Mark 11:1-11 
The Problem of Palm Sunday  
Palm Sunday has been described by Christians for generations as the “triumphal entry into 
Jerusalem.” But, have you ever asked yourself, “If this was a triumphal entry, then why did they crucify 
Jesus at the end of the week?” - What are your thoughts? Have you ever looked at this story through 
the lens of a piece of political street theatre before? 

A Day of Two Processions  
Biblical scholars argue that there were likely two processions into Jerusalem.  The Feast of Passover 1

was a volatile time, during which Jews celebrated how God had delivered them from the Egyptian 
Empire. The Roman authorities feared that nationalist Jews would get stirred up with all the talk about 
freedom from bondage, so it was normal practice for the Roman empire to send troops to the city to 
quell any over-zealous Jews who might be calling for freedom from the Roman empire. Jesus’ entry 
into Jerusalem is loaded with political significance and biblical precedents: the colt signifying 
triumphant Judah (Gen 49:11); the return of the Ark to Israel (I Sam 6:7ff); (2 Kg 9:13); a royal 
processional hymn (Ps 118:25f); Zechariah prophecy of the final  apocalyptic battle (Zech 14:1-5). But 
Mark uses all of these popular Messianic images precisely in order to subvert them. This is the point of 
the odd story about “commandeering” a colt, which takes up half the parade narrative. Mark is 
consciously re-organising the symbolism of this parade around a different prophetic image Read 
Zechariah 9:9. In many ways Jesus entry is a declaration of independence.  

The Problem of Leadership 
“Leadership is about disappointing your own people at a rate they can absorb.”  By the end of Holy 2

week, Jesus will have disappointed the crowd at a rate faster than they can stand. The call of 
Hosanna turns to Crucify, however the call, “Hosanna to the Son of David!” shows they were placing 
their faith in Jesus that he would restore the glory of the nation to its splendour when David and his 
son, Solomon, ruled a united kingdom. So, when Jesus miraculously saves the lame man by first 
saying, “Your sins are forgiven” and then healing him, he challenged the authority of the Temple 
system. And when Jesus drove the money-changers from the Temple, proclaiming that the Temple 
was to be a house of prayer for all nations, but that the religious leaders had made it a den of thieves, 
Jesus exposed the corruption of the Temple. Jesus had disappointed and alienated powerful 
people. The gospel of Mark is a story of contesting ground. 

A Contrast of Kingdoms 
A contrast between kings and kingdoms was on display that day in Jerusalem. And, although many of 
the common people thought they sided with Jesus, they did so for the same reasons the Pharisees 
and others sided with Rome. They thought Jesus could do for them what Rome had done for their 
rulers. That’s why the crowd turns on Jesus by the end of the week. They don’t think he’s going to do 
any of those things. And, in addition, Jesus is going to make life worse for them, not better.  
Ask yourself, “If I had been in Jerusalem that day, and had seen both processions passing by, which 
would I have chosen to follow?” Because that is the choice we make each day. To choose power and 
might over love. To choose “the way things are done” over “they way God intends them to be.”  Two 
processions. Two theologies. Two choices. Which would you choose? What kind of king do you 
expect?
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