
Sermon Guide Sunday 29th March Mark 10:46-52 
Spend some time thinking about different people in the Gospels who had an encounter with 
Jesus, how many can you think of? Bartimaeus is one of these people, but what is significant 
about this encounter, is when it happened. Read Mark 10:46-52 and consider the context. 

1. Bartimaeus 
Blind | Those who could see took their eyesight for granted, and most didn’t want to be 
bothered, safe in their comfortable worlds. Beggar | Beggars were considered a public 
nuisance, they thought; somebody ought to do something! Identity | He hardly had his 
own identity. His name Bar - Timaeus the prefix “Bar” means “son of”. He was identified 
as the son of another—“that’s Timaeus’ son, the blind kid”  
His daily goal was survival; is merely surviving really living? Do you ever feel like you’re 
just trying to survive... If so, then Jesus would say to you that’s not what life is about! 
Jesus said, “I came that they might have life more abundantly.” Personally take some 
time to think of areas in your life where you might feel that Jesus wouldn’t have time for 
someone like you.  
Encourage one another with biblical promises of who God says you are. 

2. The Crowd 
Many of the crowd would have been pilgrims themselves on the way to Jerusalem for the 
passover. However as Bartimaeus shouts out, did you notice the response of resistance 
from the crowd; they tried to shut him up. This is the religious crowd, on their way to a 
religious festival! These are people who are listening to Jesus’ talk about the kingdom of 
God! They are in the right place listening to the right thing and they completely miss the 
point! Being in the right place on Sunday morning listening to truth, doesn’t matter a 
whole lot if what we do when we leave church doesn’t reflect the truth that we have met 
with Jesus. - What do we need to do better corporately and as individuals to walk the 
walk, as well as talk the talk? 

3. Jesus 
“On His way to becoming the Saviour of the world, Jesus stops to become the servant of 
a blind beggar!”  
Yes, God is mightily involved in this world, and yet God is so interested in our lives. He is 
never too busy to see, hear or help you. - Take time to pray for each other in light of this. 
What is your response at this time to Jesus asking the question, “What do you want me 
to do for you?”


