
Sermon Guide | 1.Encounters with Jesus, Nathanael | John 1:43-51 
DISCUSSION POINT - Can you think of a time where someone, knowing you were a 
Christian, asked you one of the ‘big questions of life’? How did the conversation go? 
Do you have some big questions still unanswered?  

Today we answer the question, where should we look for answers to the big questions of life?  
Introduction read John 1:1-3 | These words affirm there is a purpose to our lives to 
recognise in order to live well. Can you think of some examples of what people ‘live for’? 
John tells us that the meaning of life is not just the product of random forces, but a person. 
“To live life well you don’t need a degree in Philosophy, but rather a relationship with 
a person that is available to anyone, anywhere, from any background”- This thinking is 
very different to that of the world, how does this influence the way you live your life? 
An example of this being worked out in practice can be seen in our text where Jesus 
interacts with a group of students. Read John 1:43-51. 
1. Nathanael’s Problem | Nathanael is an intellectual snob and maybe even a bigot. 

Nathanael sneers, “Nazareth!?” because people from Jerusalem looked down on people 
from Galilee. Can you think of how this thinking and behaviour still exists today? He could 
not believe that somebody from a place like Nazareth had the answers to the big 
questions of life. Today people love to roll their eyes at their idea of Christianity and its 
claims about who Christ is and what he has done and can do for them. God has a habit 
of using the ‘Nazareth’ throughout history. God always works through the men or the 
boys nobody wanted, through the women or girls nobody wanted. Never the one from 
Jerusalem, as it were, but always the one from Nazareth. This is what sets Christianity 
apart from other world faiths and philosophical ideas; it’s not about what you can do, it's 
about what God has already done. Do we need to recognise we can be like Nathanael at 
times? Do we need to rediscover what sets apart Christianity from every other thinking on 
earth? 

2. Nathanael’s Need | Despite his scoffing, he has a deep underlying spiritual need and 
goes with Philip to Jesus. Underneath the loud, public assertions of scepticism is a 
spiritual searching going on. It's almost like he thinks, “Maybe I should look at Nazareth, 
as unbelievable as that sounds.” Today everyone struggles with the big questions of life, 
but many people are also unsatisfied with the answers they have gotten in the most 
respected books and pursuits. Peoples unanswered, intellectual questions make people 
look at Jesus anew. I cannot prove that Christianity is true. But I can show you there are 
sound reasons to believe in Jesus. How would this change the way we approach Jesus? 
How would this change the way we approach evangelism? 

3. Nathanael’s Prescription | Read vv.47-51 What does Jesus say to Nathanael? This is 
an important lesson for us. To remain skeptical forever is just self-defeating. On the other 
hand, surrendering to the first idea that you hope will solve your deep emotional needs 
will not answer any questions for you in the end. It’s not enough to be a Christian simply 
because it meets some perceived needs. Christianity is not a consumer good. Though 
you may have started your journey afraid of disappointment, Jesus says that he will 
always be infinitely more than anyone is looking for. He will always exceed our 
expectations, He will be more than we can ask or imagine.  

Maybe we need to shed our prejudices and come look along with Nathanael. Whatever you 
are expecting, whatever you are hoping, whatever you are dreaming- you will discover 
something much greater in Nazareth.


