
Encounters with Jesus
2. The Wedding Party | John 2:1-11.
1. What Did Jesus Come to Bring?
We are introduced in verse 9 to the “master of the banquet” He was essentially a wedding 
planner, so when Jesus turns water in to wine, and saves the day, he is saying I am the true 
master of the banquet. I am the Lord of the feast.  

- How do you hold this understanding of Jesus in balance with the humbled 
servant?  

- How does the confidence of coming joy help you through difficult days now?  

- Can you think of other verses in the bible which use sensory language to talk 
about God’s salvation and even God himself? 

2. Why Did He Have to Bring It?
How big an issue would this problem have been in the shame/ honour culture of Jesus’ time?
Old Testament Judaism contained a great number of rites and regulations, which required 
many and various courses of physical cleaning and purification, all in order to point to our 
spiritual need. Basically. God is holy and perfect, and we are flawed and for us to connect at 
all with Him, there has to be cleansing. “I have come in to the world to accomplish in reality 
what the ceremonial and sacrificial laws of the Old testament pointed to.”  

- Is there a need to rediscover the significance of the holiness of God within 
worship generally?  

- What other images of restoring relationship are seen in this encounter? 

3. How Does Jesus do it?
“My time has not yet come.” - every other occasion John records this phrase it’s in reference 
to the cross. This could be translated as, “It’s not my time to die yet.” - What do you think’s 
going on here? Think about the image of Jesus as the groom and the church as the bride. 
For Jesus wedding, the only thing he has to provide is the wine. Jesus knew he had to die, 
and when he did that, there would be more than enough wine for EVERYONE!  

The invitation to Jesus is an invitation to a party, have we forgotten that? What differences 
would it make to rediscover this?  

Spend some time reflecting on the verses Ephesians 5:25b-27 and Isaiah 61:10
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