
Sunday 5th April | Palm Sunday 
Prayers 
Father God, we. Come to you now, recognising that you are before all thing, and in you all 
things hold together.  

We continue to pray for all our sisters and brothers across the world who have been, and are 
continuing to be, affected by COVID-19. We pray that all will know your overwhelming, 
steadfast love. 

We pray for those who are particularly fearful at the moment, those in our communities who 
may feel vulnerable and scared. May you be their peace so that they may know even in the 
darkest times your love brings hope. 

Even now there are those who come to mind who are vulnerable and isolated in our 
neighbourhoods. For our friends and family of older people who are concerned about 
shopping, regular hospital appointments and general day to day contact with other people, 
may you come close to them, bring your peace, your joy and hope. 

Lord we pray for the medical staff and all other frontline workers. We pray that they will be 
sustained physically, emotionally and spiritually in the coming weeks. Would you be their 
shield and their strength. Where you are now, you may want to speak out the names of those 
who come to mind that God would come close to them and give them peace. 

Lord we pray for our world leaders and for the leaders in our own country that they will seek 
the wisdom of God as they make decisions over the coming days. We pray for healing for our 
prime minister and all other MP’s especially at this time. Would you strengthen them 
physically. 

Father we thank you that at this time that work of BMS continues. We pray for personnel 
overseas, partners and local communities, especially those who are living in countries where 
the health services and infrastructure might not be adequate to protect a global pandemic. 

For them, and for us, as God’s people in this time of uncertainty and concern. Would our 
eternal hope make an earthly difference, that with a sense of calm and clarity as strength to 
face what is ahead, we will be 'beacons of hope' and 'carriers of the message of peace' at 
this time. 

We acknowledge your sovereignty in and through all things and pray using the words of Paul 
to the church in Ephesus from Ephesians 3:14-21 

14 For this reason I kneel before the Father, 15 from whom every family in heaven and 
on earth derives its name. 16 I pray that out of his glorious riches he may strengthen 
you with power through his Spirit in your inner being, 17 so that Christ may dwell in 
your hearts through faith. And I pray that you, being rooted and established in love, 
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18 may have power, together with all the Lord’s holy people, to grasp how wide and 
long and high and deep is the love of Christ, 19 and to know this love that surpasses 
knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 20 Now 
to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to 
his power that is at work within us, 21 to him be glory in the church and in Christ 
Jesus throughout all generations, for ever and ever! Amen. 

Sermon 
I’ve always loved Palm Sunday, it’s one of those days when at church we get the flags and 
palm leaves out, we sing songs that are quite fun, and this fun but slightly weird story of 
Jesus arriving into the city of Jerusalem riding a Donkey and a crowd shouting and singing  

“Hosanna! ” “Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!”[b] 1

10 “Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!” “Hosanna in the 
highest heaven!” 

Last Sunday we looked at an encounter Jesus had with a blind beggar called bartimeause on 
his way to Jerusalem. That crowd which gathered around Jesus then, are some of the same 
people in the crowd today as they fill the streets in Jerusalem. Jewish pilgrims heading up to 
the temple to celebrate passover, one of the most important religious festivals in the Jewish 
calendar. Passover is all about the saving and liberation of the Children of Israel from Egypt. 
And Jesus, his disciples and the crowd of people are heading up to the temple in Jerusalem 
to celebrate and remember when the Lord delivered them from slavery and their oppressive 
rule. 

In light of that, think about the time of Jesus ministry on earth, and the political situation 
where the Roman Empire was well established and the people of Israel were living under 
Roman rule. You might not be surprised then, to know, that at Jewish festivals, but 
particularly Passover the Roman national and regional leaders got a bit twitchy. Here we have 
probably around a couple of hundred thousand Jews gathering in one place, to remember 
how the Lord had delivered them from oppressive powers. So we read from history books 
that the Roman army would be out in force, putting on a political and military display of power 
to remind the Jewish people not to get too excited. 

In recent years I’ve read the events of Palm Sunday through different eyes. Back in 2003 in 
Manhattan, Bill Wasik organised what is considered the worlds first flashmob, an impromptu 
gathering of people that cause a surprise and stir. I wonder if this event becomes more real in 
our minds if we see it as a biblical flash mob.  

You see it is orchestrated. It is deliberate. Jesus sends his disciples ahead to a particular 
village, and a particular house, where there is a particular animal. Now do you not think If 

 A Hebrew expression meaning “Save!” which became an exclamation of praise;1
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Jesus was able to guide his disciples directly to a Colt, he could have directed them to a 
stallion horse as kings are meant to ride? Instead, deliberately, Jesus sends the two disciples 
to a colt, which has never been ridden. 

The prophet Zechariah in the Old Testament said Zechariah 9:9-10 

Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! See, your king 
comes to you, righteous and victorious, lowly and riding on a donkey, on a 
colt, the foal of a donkey. 

Isn’t that amazing? But I wonder have you ever read on in Zechariah? Because not only does 
He tell us how the king will come, we are told what this king will be like. 

10 I will take away the chariots from Ephraim and the warhorses from 
Jerusalem, and the battle bow will be broken. He will proclaim peace to the 
nations. His rule will extend from sea to sea and from the River to the ends of 
the earth. 

This king, riding on a donkey, will banish war from the land—no more chariots, war-horses or 
bows. Commanding peace to the nations, he will be a king of peace. Jesus’s procession 
deliberately countered the roman military presence during Jewish religious festivals. The 
roman military embodied the power and glory of the empire that ruled the world. Jesus’s 
procession embodied an alternative vision, the kingdom of God. This contrast—between the 
kingdom of God and the kingdom of Rome—is central not only to the gospel of Mark, but to 
the story of Jesus and early Christianity. The confrontation between these two kingdoms 
continues through the last week of Jesus’s life, in many ways, Holy Week is the story of this 
confrontation.  2

How do the crowds react?  

8 Many people spread their cloaks on the road, while others spread branches 
they had cut in the fields. 9 Those who went ahead and those who followed 
shouted, “Hosanna!”  

A Hebrew phrase meaning, “Save [us], please!” It is a plea for salvation, both religiously and 
politically.. 

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 10  “Blessed is the 
coming kingdom of our father David!” “Hosanna in the highest heaven!” 

Now that shouldn’t surprise us. These are pilgrims, journeying with Jesus from the East. 
These are people who have seen His ministry. These are people who have heard him teach. 
These are people who have been miraculously fed by him with fish and bread. These are 

 (Marcus Borg and John Dominic Crossan, The Last Week: A Day-by-Day Account of Jesus’s 2

Final Week in Jerusalem. HarperSanFrancisco, 2006, pp. 2-5)
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people who have been healed by Him (as we saw last week, Bartimeausa after being healed 
by Jesus, followed Him along the road…) These are people who are his friends (this chapter 
starts by saying that Jesus approached Bethpage and Bethany where the Colt would be 
found, do you remember what family live there? Mary, Martha and Lazarus, I wonder if they 
were part of this Pilgrim crowd?) So it should be of no surprise to us that these people 
receive Jesus in this way. 

“Jesus, who up to this [point[ always declined the title of Messiah ... was here giving His 
approval to what was, in effect, a Messianic entry into the Holy City. But the time had come 
when He was about to declare there before the Sanhedrin that He was indeed the Messiah, 

and He now allowed the multitude to hail Him by that title. It was also His desire that the 
pomp of His entry should be so unassuming as to give no cause of offence to the Roman 

authorities, and that it should have nothing of a riotous or revolutionary character… A Roman 
passing by on a well-trained horse, helmet on head and lance in hand, would have been 
more likely to smile at what would seem to him a ludicrous profession or masquerade, a 
caricature of the triumphant ascent to the Capitol. Jesus, however, accepted this humble 

homage, humble and meek King as He was; these good folk were doing the best that lay in 
their power. Those who were nearest laid their garments upon the colt to do duty for a 

saddle, others spread their cloaks upon the ground along with green branches cut from the 
fields, while they carried branches of palm in their hands. Then surrounding Jesus, some 

running ahead, others following behind, and all crying: ‘“Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of the Lord!” 10  “Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!” “Hosanna 

in the highest heaven!” … Thus they were hailing the Son of David, the King of Israel, the 
Messiah whom they so ardently desired.  3

I don’t really have an application from this sermon as such, I felt today was an opportunity to 
just tell the story, and wait on what the Holy Spirit might say to us today. But just one 
question. 

“If I had been in Jerusalem that day, and had seen both the procession of 
Jesus passing by, and the Roman military presence, which would I have 
chosen to follow?”  

Because that is the choice we make each day. To choose love and weakness over power 
and might. To choose “the way God intends things to be.” Over “the way things are done”. 
Two processions. Two ways of life. Two choices. Do we choose today to cry out with the 
crowd, 

Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in God’s name! Blessed the coming 
kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in highest heaven! 

 Lagrange, p. 1233
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Notices 
- We have produced a Holy Week devotional to use from tomorrow till Easter Sunday that 

considers seven different saying of Jesus on the cross. You can download it from our 
website in the Covid-19 resources section, or see the daily post on our Facebook page. 

- Our planned Tenebrae service will go ahead online, but moving from Thursday night, to the 
evening of Good Friday. To join us for our service then at 7:30pm on Good Friday come to 
the sthelensbaptist.co.uk/live (where you are now) and join us. You might also want to 
prepare to have a candle lit during the service at home. 

- Easter Sunday, 10:45am worship service. If you would like to share a testimony, prayers, or 
a reading for any Sunday service please send them to me by email, or on whatsapp. 

- We continue to update the website with resources for children, and sharing on our 
YouTube Chanel worship music and Sunday school lessons.
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