
Encounters with Jesus 
4. The Samaritan Woman (John 4:1-19)

Radical Move 
It should seem unusual that these two people are talking. The Jews and Samaritans were 
bitter enemies, it was scandalous for a Jewish man to speak to any strange woman in public, 
she came to draw water at noon which would suggest she was a moral outcast. Jesus 
reaches across every barrier that the world set up; racial, cultural, gender and moral. 

Radical love  
There is loving confrontation. Read v.10 Jesus is speaking metaphorically referring to living 
water which he calls eternal life. Jesus is saying what he has to offer is as basic and 
necessary to you spiritually as water is to you physically that doesn’t depend on what is 
happening outside of you. What would give you a satisfying life?  That’s usually answered 
with something outside of you. Jesus is saying there is nothing outside of us that can truly 
satisfy, but I can give you absolute, unfathomable satisfaction in the core of your being 
regardless of what happens outside. Is Jesus changing the subject when he starts talking 
about her husbands? It’s the issue of worship because everyone looks for salvation 
somewhere. And for this woman she had been seeking satisfaction through men and Jesus 
gently says, ‘it’s not working is it? 

With the Samaritan women Jesus uses the metaphor of living water because she needed to 
be challenged about her lack of satisfaction. Sin is looking to something else besides God for 
your salvation. One way to put yourself in the place of God is to break all the moral rules in 
your pursuit of pleasure and happiness, like the woman at the well which makes sex or 
money or power into a kind of salvation. But then there is the religious way to put yourself in 
the place of God, that is to act as if your good life and moral achievement will essentially 
require God to bless you and answer your prayers the way you want. In that case you are 
looking to your moral goodness and efforts to give you the significance and security, 

That is not the last time Jesus Christ said, “I thirst” in the book of John. On the cross just 
before He died, he said, “I thirst”, and he meant more than just physical thrust. It is because 
Jesus Christ experienced cosmic thirst on the cross that you an I can have our spiritual thirst 
satisfied.
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